
2020

The year that was!

And what a year; a year like no other!



A very happy Ward 

Davidson – with his 2019 

Birchip Traders 

Christmas promotions 

Prize.



2020 New 

Years 

fireworks 

over Tchum 

Lake 



Valerie 

Monica 

Lockwood

RIP

27.05.1932

-

07.01.2020



Smoke 

Haze in 

Birchip 

from the 

devastating 

fires in the 

east of 

Australia

07.01.2020



Thelma 

Daisy Emma 

KING

RIP

02.07.1924

-

19.01.2020



2020 Australia Day
Forum President Daniel McLoughlan with Claude Lombard & Carolyn Stewart



2020 Australia Day



2020 Australia Day
Alexandra Randall (Piano) and Katie Bennett – perform the National Anthem



2020 Australia Day
John Richmond named Birchip Citizen of the Year



2020 Australia Day
Thank you to the Birchip Lions Club cooking a beautiful breakfast.



2020 Australia Day Crowd



Buloke Event of the Year – Birchip B&S



Dina Slocombe and others become 

Australians



Anna Margaret Douglas Beasley, born 26 January 2020 

to parents Louisa Ferrier & Brendan Beasley



Gail Sharp with husband Kevin receiving her 

Ambulance Services Medal



Joshua and Sandie Richmond welcomed Riley Alice on 

20.01.2020 to join Sienna, Ari and Jock.



Janet 

Therese 

Connelly

RIP

12.01.1936

-

30.01.2020



Rebecca Botheras
Gained a Bachelor of Sports Management at Victoria 

University. 

During her course Rebecca was fortunate to obtain 

various roles within memberships, fan engagements, 

events and match day operation at Netball Victoria, 

Netball Australia, Collingwood Football Club and the 

Western Bulldogs Football Club. 

Whilst studying at VU, Rebecca was awarded the 

“Golden Key of the International Society for Academic 

Excellence”.

Since graduating, Rebecca has returned to Regional 

Victoria to continue her career in Sport as the Sports 

and Recreation officer for the Yarriambiack Shire 

Council. Rebecca started her new career in a year 

with a difference as she only had a few months 

working from the office before having to continue her 

work from home using Zoom and a scattering of road 

trips to check on the projects she was working on 

within the Yarriambiack Shire.



Ella Joan 

Cullen

RIP

13.06.1934-

31.01.2020



Birchip P-12 

School 

welcomes Liza 

Mathers as a 

graduate PE 

teacher to the 

staff. 



A hay delivery on its way to Corryong after the 

devastating bush fires in January 



A hay delivery on 

its way to 

Corryong after 

the devastating 

bush fires in 

January 



Defensive Driving Course Participants



Grade 5 & 6 

students 

arrive in 

Melbourne



Grade 5 & 6 students visit the Art Gallery



Grade 5 & 6 students spent an afternoon in St Kilda



Ruby Cook & Connor McCredden

2020 Birchip P-12 School Captains



2020 Grade Prep Children

Georgia Tynan, Denley Tyler, Cillian Tierney, Oskar Sharp, River Ryan, Dakota Atkinson, Zoe 

Shipston, Addison Hamilton, Lucy Coffey, Stacey Bowen, Te Ara Davidson and Hannah Hogan 

with their teacher Mrs Debra Emonson



Trevor Robert 

Lockwood

RIP

02.08.1961

-

13.02.2020



Alistair & 

Alexandra 

Smith’s son 

Victor spending 

time with Dad in 

Florida.



A Birchip Probus trip



Patrick 

Francis 

Sheahan

RIP

07.02.1934

-

16.02.2020



Anne 

McClelland 

celebrates 

her 70th

Birthday with 

her four 

grand-

daughters

Jemima, 

Harriet, 

Frances & 

Greta



Year 7 Halls Gap Camp



Year 8 

Portland 

Camp



Demi Donnellon 

and Lachlan 

Foott marry on 

Friday 21 

February 2020.



2020 Quiz Night Winners – Bourkes, Reillys & Barbers



2020 Quiz Night Junior Winners



Tadhg Lowry, Cameron Bennett, Annabelle Bennett, Daniel 

Adriaans, Lachlan Randall, Will Ryan, Roshan Herath

Birchip Junior Cricket Premiers



2020 Birchip P-12 School Swimming Sports Champions



2020 Birchip P-12 School Swimming Sports Champions

2020 Student Leaders



2020 School Fete



Kate Watts & Sam 

Kennedy marry at 

Noosa on 

Saturday 7 March 

2020 



James Arthur 

(Jim) Merrick

RIP

01.04.1947 -

09.03.2020



Jo & Nathan Blencowe – 21.03.2020



Hospitality Class cater for the Year 7 Parent 

Teacher Evening



The Chocolate 

Sundays 

Choir



Birchip 

Tennis Club 

aggregate 

winners



Birchip Tennis Club Champions



Fiona Best was appointed CEO of BCG in late November 2019 so 2020 was 

her first year in the main job.  Photographed with chairman John Ferrier



Birchip Newsplus Colouring competition winners – Hannah Gould & Jed Coffey



Margaret 

Glen

RIP

15.10.1927

-

11.04.2020



Sophie Hogan

Graduates with 

Degrees in Law 

and Psychological 

Sciences and then 

admitted to the 

Victorian Bar.



Lindsay 

Frederick 

William 

McCredden

RIP

27.06.1933 

-13.04.2020



Brenda’s exercise classes went online in 2020



Brenda’s exercise classes went online in 2020



Birchip Emporium opens – Shane Knowles



Kathleen 

Margaret 

Hogan

RIP

11.09.1931

-

15.04.2020



2020 Anzac Day – socially distancing!



2020 Anzac Day



2020 Anzac Day observance with a difference



2020 Anzac Day Commemorations



Remote Learning



Bus drivers collect student work to return to school for assessment.



2020 Anzac Day

Dawn Service 

Drive Past

Jarrod Tyler with 

Archie, Denley & 

Phoebe



Vince & Pat 

Colbert visiting 

John Colbert in 

Wirrim Lodge 

during 

Lockdown.



Alice Tierney’s Photography – “Through the Looking Glass”

Louisa Ferrier & Anna Beasley



“Through the Looking Glass”

Stephanie Coffey with Des and Lucy.



“Through the Looking Glass”

Sam, Meghan, Harper and Lucy Noonan



Wirrim CWA Meeting – Mask Making Working Bee



Wirrim CWA Meeting – Mask Making Working Bee



Blair Gould 

was chosen 

to represent 

Diabetes 

Victoria at 

the 2020 

International 

Youth Day 

and being a 

voice for 

other 

diabetics.



Jason Ryan

Awarded 

Australian 

Sales Rep of 

the Year for 

Middys



Blair Gould with Lochie Noonan and Jack Fitzpatrick –

Voice for young regional Victoria Diabetics



Mike 

Smith

RIP

27.09.1939

-

04.05.2020



Welcome Violet 

Grace Liston

First child of 

Julian and 

Briony Liston

Born 

10.05.2020



Rhys Bubb 

logs into 

the 2020 

virtual 

Careers 

Day



An empty school during remote 

learning phase.



Glenys Rickard with five grandchildren in 3.5 years
L-R, Nash Ferrier, Harry Ferrier, Maeve Ferrier, Anna Beasley and Neve Ferrier



Geo-engineers 

inspect the 

Birchip Netball 

Courts



Phyllis 

Rickard 

turned 100 

on 

21.06.2020.



Mr Callum Goode teaches his class remotely



Welcome to Henry 

James Emonson 

Noonan.

Born on 1 July 2020 to 

Melanie and Oliver 

Noonan



Wirrim CWA President 

Connely Ryan presents 

Maureen Donnellon with 

her 40 years CWA 

Service  Certificate.



Welcome to Felicity 

Josephine Coffey.

Born on 16 July 2020 to 

Stephanie & Shan and 

siblings Des and Lucy. 



Proud father 

Brendan Smith 

with child #3, 

Archer (Archie) 

Smith

Born 10.08.2020



Mary Christina 

Foott

RIP

16.10.1935

-

19.08.2020



May Ferrier 

celebrates 

her 90th

Birthday



Kevin John (Mick) 

Hogan

RIP

09.08.1947

-

20.08.2020



Biggest Morning Tea Participants



Birchip Public 

Hall gets a new 

eave.



John Colbert celebrates his 90th Birthday 

during lockdown on 08.09.2020



Fathers’ Day – Rowan, Cillian & Matheus Tierney



Ben William 

Milne

RIP

24.07.2000 -

20.09.2020



Sailor Penny 

O’Donnell 

commenced at 

HMAS Cerberus 

with the Royal 

Australian Navy 

in September



Buloke Councillors with Anne Webster



Bourkes Butchers – Still open during Covid-19



Neighbourhood House – communication during COVID-19



Wirrim CWA 2020 Executive



Liam & Lee – locked-down in Albury and 

unable to enter Victoria during Covid-19.



Wirrim CWA Meeting during COVID times



Tennis Coaching



2020 Ladies Day – Melbourne Cup Day



Penny Braine, Dorothy Jolly & Judith Barclay study the form guide



Grant Cartwright & David Kelly surveying the new lawn 

section at the cemetery



Barb & Jeff Bolden’s new home in Campbell Street



Helen Barclay & Sharon Flowers – ready for COVID testing



Helen Barclay presents Lynn Blair with flowers recognising 40 years service.



Birchip Hockey Field



EWHS Birchip Campus – Hospital Demolition



EWHS Birchip Campus – After Demolition



EWHS Birchip Campus – Hospital Foundations



EWHS Birchip Campus – New Hospital framing



EWHS Birchip Campus – New Hospital framing



Birchip Early 

Learning 

Centre –

Working Bee



Birchip Kindergarten Children with educators



Jo & Nathan Blencowe’s new home in Corack Road



The George Cartwright Oval gets new grass



Richmond Premiership Cup with Liz, Des & Tess



Barista Claire O’Donnell - another coffee! 



Seek ‘n See – Emma Bennett & Shianne Cozens



Shaun McCauliffe visits the Birchip B&S



Mother Jenny & daughter Sophie nurses for EWHS



Lynne Blair & Sue Russell cut 40 years service cake



Sue Russell & Lynne Blair



Ted Coffey with grand-daughters Sassia & Eva



Birchip Tennis Club Coaching



Cillian & Matheus Tierney going on a bear hunt



Tom McLoughlan – sanitising Birchip ! 



Waffle (Veteran) & Alfie (Super Veteran) bowlers



2020 World Day of Prayer



Planting the ‘dwarf lemon scented eucalyptus trees’ as 

part of the ‘Cool-It Birchip’ project funded by DWELP



Brian and Cathy 

McLoughlan drop in at 

Morton Plains for 

Brian’s 70th Birthday



Maureen 

Grogan won 

the CWA 

Hamper 

Raffle.



The George Cartwright Oval after a downpour of rain



Birchip Watchem Netball Club 13 & Under Virtual Challenge



A typical ZOOM online meeting for Birchip Forum



Proprietor 

Matthew 

Barr at the 

front of 

Birchip 

Motors



Leon 

Wilson 

Cartage



Robert Cozens in his metal fabrication workshop



Leo & Sue 

Noonan in 

front of 

Noonan Tyres



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



The front of Sharp’s Bakery.



Brenda Reid 

behind the 

extensive 

showcase of 

sandwiches 

and pastries.



Kevin, Nick 

and Brad 

creating the 

award 

winning 

Vanilla Slice.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



The rain clouds look ominous above the Birchip Hotel



Grain Flow working late into the night 



Bunkers are full again from the bountiful harvet.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



Aerial view of Tchum Lake.



O’Connor’s Birchip.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.O’Connor’s Birchip.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.

O’Connor’s Birchip.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



Birchip’s 

Tinman



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



George putting a new tyre on a rim.



A lovely sunset over Tchum Lake



O’Donnell’s Café and Wine Bar



Claire working in O’Donnell’s Café and Wine Bar



Vince and Pat celebrate 60 years of 

marriage on 22.10.2020.



Vince and Pat celebrate 60 years of 

marriage on 22.10.2020.



Gary & Judy Living’s Birchip Hardware



Gary & Judy Living’s Birchip Hardware



Birchip 

Tennis 

Club 

courts



Catherine, 

Daniel and Lily 

Adriaans on 

2020 Melbourne 

Cup Day



The Dorothy Jolly Units – the gardens are looking 

beautiful this spring.



Birchip Community Housing – we have 10 x 2 bedroom 

units for rental.  We are in negotiations with 

governments to build more units in the future. 



Hayden Hogan at the Birchip 

Harness Racing Club 



Ted Coffey & Hayden Hogan Hay Baling.



The ‘Safer Cumming Avenue’ project  is finally underway!



Pharmacist Skyler in the pharmacy dispensary.



Rhonda Bell 

sets up a few 

‘pop-up’ 

shops.



Rachel 

Ferrier

Hairdresser



The 2020 

Harvest



David Kelly supporting people in their grief



Gary & Judy Living’s Birchip Hardware

Richmond Premiership Cup 

comes to the Birchip Hotel



Richmond 

Premiership 

Cup with Des 

Ryan and 

Isaac 

Donnellon



Luen and Isaac 

Donnellon with 

the Richmond 

Premiership 

Cup raising 

money for 

Movember



2020 Melbourne Cup Barrier Draw – Birchip #3



Lea Gould 

receives the 

Information 

Technology 

Professional 

Award at La Trobe 

University



George putting a new tyre on a rim.

Gary & Judy Living’s

Birchip Hardware



Birchip drew 

barrier 3, 

Anthony Van 

Dyck in the 2020 

Lexus Melbourne 

Cup Tour Sweep.



Blackie Hogan and others ready for the

Melbourne Cup live cross.



2020 Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour - Online



2020 Online Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour – President VRC Amanda Elliott



2020 Online Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour – Joe McGrath VRC



2020 Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour - Online



Mick Foott’s

dog ‘Dusty’ 

with the 2020 

Lexus 

Melbourne 

Cup on the 

back of the 

ute.



Steve from 

Bourke’s 

Butchery 

behind his 

showcase of 

various cuts 

of meat.



Mark Trollope, 

Henry Bourke 

and Steve Bourke 

all busy at work.



Sue Cozens busy 

at work creating 

jams and 

preserves - ‘Relish 

a Mallee Moment’



One of Sue 

Cozen’s

hampers 

ready for 

Christmas.



Demi Donnellon 

and Lachlan 

Foott marry on 

Friday 21 

February 2020.



Jim Daniel at 

work in the 

Birchip 

Newsagency. 



Birchip P-12 School quadrangle



Birchip P-12 School quadrangle



Year 12 students finish timetabled classes.



Year 12 students finish timetabled classes.



BCG Courtyard



Ted Coffey with grand-children, Sassia, Eva and Jed



Cassie Kemp & Pat 

Colbert at the CWA 

Mask Making 

Working Bee



Wirrim CWA Meeting – Mask Making Working Bee



Maureen & Cassie give Big Red his Mask



Wirrim CWA Meeting – Mask Making Working Bee



Biggest Morning Tea - Michael, Dorothy, Joan, Pat & Chris



Robyn Ferrier receives EWHS Life Governorship



Birchip 

Watchem 

Football Club 

appoints Trevor 

Ryan as head 

coach.  Pictured 

here with 

president Paul 

Lowry.



“ The Hon. Jaclyn Symes, State Minister for Regional 

Development and Agriculture visiting Birchip to turn the 

first sod on the ‘Safer Cumming Avenue Project”



Sienna, Ari, 

Jock and Rylie 

playing in a 

beautiful Canola 

crop.



Daniel McLoughlan, 

Vilda Retallick and Jack 

Coffey welcome the 

2020 Lexus Melbourne 

Cup on the 2020 Lexus 

Melbourne Cup Tour.



Maureen Donnellon, 

Rosie Rickard and Betty 

Connelly welcome the 

2020 Lexus Melbourne 

Cup on the 2020 Lexus 

Melbourne Cup Tour.



John 

Edward 

Colbert

RIP

08.09.1930

-

27.10.2020



Children out 

trick or 

treating 

during 

Halloween.



Bony &Jijo

Vargase

welcomed 

their second 

child Daniel 

on 09.11.2020



Valda (Joyce) 

McCredden

RIP

30.11.1938

-

18.11.2020



Birchip Grainflow



xxxxx



Grainflow Birchip Site



Grainflow Birchip Site





2020 Ladies Day – Melbourne Cup Day

Bev Ryan & Jennifer Blainey with winning ticket holder Ronda Cooper



2020 Ladies Day – Melbourne Cup Day



Elsie Jean 

Shannon

RIP

18.03.1924

-

18.11.2020



Melbourne Cup Day

Lady of the Day

Bernadette 

O’Donnell



BCG’s Research 

Agronomist, Kate 

Maddern, was awarded 

the prestigious 

Victorian Rhodes 

Scholarship for 2021



2020 Ladies Day – Melbourne Cup Day



Keith 

Samuel 

Barber

RIP

24.11.1938

-

10.11.2020



Carolyn Hogan 

plays the bagpipes 

for Remembrance 

Day – also Val 

Hogan’s 91st

Birthday 



Remembrance Day 

2020



Alexandra Randall

‘Call It Out’ day



Margaret 

Wynne (Wyn) 

Barber

RIP

29.11.1939

-

27.11.2020



Remembrance Day – Geoff, Shainne & Xavier



2020 Birchip Community Forum Members



2020 Birchip Community Forum Executive
Genevieve Clarke, Jak Goldsmith, Daniel McLoughlan, Jennifer Blainey, John Richmond



A beautiful Mallee sunset!



Ex-Birchipians Children – Bonnie & Millicent Donnellon, 

Quinn, Ollie and Reid Hunt, Zoe & Alfie Lehmann and 

Tanner & Henry Dobson.



Birchip P-12 School

Grade Six Graduating Class



Welcome Samuel 

Anto Sujith

Born to Shanet & 

Sujith Anto on 

08.12.2020



Alexandra Randall (Kwong Lee Dow)

& Tadhg Lowry (Mallee Award)



Connor McCredden & Charlotte McCredden

ADF Scholarships



2020 Year Level Dux Award Winners
Keely Bidstrup, Bridie Reid, Alexandra Randall, Blair Gould

Jeswin Daniel, Imogen Boyle, Allie Knights



Eliza Gould (Arts Award) & Gabrielle 

O’Donnell (Citizenship Award) 



2020 Grade 6  Class
Mrs Baker, Charlie Barber, Annabelle Bennett, Eva Coffey, Gabrielle O’Donnell,

Georgia Hogan, Dream Fowler, Zali Angel, Jeswin Daniel, Eliza Gould 



2020 Birchip P-12 School - Year 12 Class
Mr Russell Christie, Alana Woods, Ruby Cook, Lily Alexander,

Jonty Randall, Connor McCredden, Will Sheahan, Katie Bennett,

Elizabeth Theoharethes, Karra Taranto, Miss Janet Ingle, Blair Hogan, 

Bodie Colbert, Dylan Connelly, Mark Darby, Oskar Bennett



2020 Primary Achievement Award Winners



2020 Birchip P-12 School, School Captains 

Connor McCredden & Ruby Cook with Mr 

Andrew Sayle and Mr Cameron Flowers



2020

Birchip P-12 School, 

Science Award 

Winners

Annabelle Bennett

Bridie Reid



2020 Secondary Achievement Award Winners



VET & VCAL 

Award 

Winners

Will Sheahan

Kelsey Atkinson



Birchip P-12 School

VCE results will be available to students on 

Wednesday 30 December 2020.

The school will then announce the 2020 Dux 

winner and other Later Years prize winners. 



A Christmas Wonderland



Birchip’s Really Fantastic Book Club Participants 

visit Santa’s Christmas Wonderland



Diesel Fuel Installation – donations to EWHS 

Birchip Campus Ladies Auxiliary



New parents 

Rheanna 

Bender and 

Jayden Noonan 

with baby 

Fredrick 

William 

(Freddie) 

Noonan

Born 15.12.2020



Anna 

Beasley 

getting into 

the 

Christmas 

Spirit



Cumming Avenue – Before photo

Thanks to Lea Gould



Cumming Avenue – Before photo

Thanks to Lea Gould



Cumming Avenue – During photo

Thanks to Lea Gould



Cumming Avenue – During photo

Thanks to Lea Gould



Cumming Avenue – During photo

Thanks to Lea Gould



Cumming Avenue – During photo

Thanks to Lea Gould



Have you 

purchased 

your 2021 

Birchip 

Community 

Calendar 

yet?



For bookings during the summer holidays

contact John Richmond on 0417 106 033



Have a safe and peaceful Christmas everyone.



Thank You
Many thanks to Simone Christie, Julie Coffey, 

Maureen Donnellon, Andrew Sayle, Louisa 

Ferrier and the many others who contributed to 

this year’s‘2020 The Year That Was’.

I trust you all have a safe, happy and peaceful 

Christmas with your family and friends.



This 2020 presentation can be found on the 

Birchip website:

http://www.birchip.vic.au/

The link to the presentation can be found on 

the home page.

The file is very large.

http://www.birchip.vic.au/

